OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
 MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 4, 2012
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE:  Adequate notice of this public meeting has been made in accordance with the 1975 Open Public Meetings Act inasmuch as a notice has been published in the New Jersey Herald, transmitted to the Star Ledger and posted at the Municipal Building, 150 Kennedy Road, Tranquility, NJ.

ROLL CALL:  Louis Caruso, Daniel Conkling, Roy Aull, Marie Meyer, Katie Besbris, Paul Nusbaum and Gladys Golder

Members Present:   Louis Caruso, Daniel Conkling, Roy Aull, Marie Meyer, Katie Besbris, Paul Nusbaum, and Gladys Golder
Also present was Patty DeClesis, Secretary

REORGANIZATION:

1. Reappointments per Township of Green Resolution 2012-18.  See attached.

2. Appoint Chairman and Vice-Chairman:
Daniel Conkling made a motion to appoint Mr. Louis Caruso as Chairman, seconded by Paul Nusbaum.  No other nominations were made.  Motion carried.
Congratulations to Louis Caruso who proceeded with the meeting.

Roy Nusbaum made a motion to appoint Daniel Conkling as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Gladys Golder.  No other nominations were made.  Motion carried.

Congratulations to Daniel Conkling.

3. Administer Oaths of Office:  Patty DeClesis, Secretary, administered the Oaths of Office
4. Approve Meeting Dates for 2012:

The following 2012 meeting dates were approved and will start at 7:30 p.m.:

Wednesday, February 1


Wednesday, June 6

Wednesday, March 7



Wednesday, October 3

Wednesday, April 4



Wednesday, November 7

Wednesday, May 2



Wednesday, December 5

There are no meetings July, August, or September.

Motion to approve meeting dates was made by Daniel Conkling, seconded by Roy Aull.  No discussion.  Motion carried.

MINUTES:
1.   Approval of minutes of December 7, 2011

Motion to approve the minutes of December 7, 2011, was made by Roy Aull seconded by Gladys Golder.  No discussion.  Approved by Louis Caruso, Daniel Conkling, Roy Aull, Katie Besbris, Paul Nusbaum, and Gladys Golder.  Motion carried.  Marie Meyer abstained since she was not present at the last meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. The property owner of Block 48 Lot 20 (Scenic Drive) would like to donate this property that she inherited (3.5 acres).  The property adjoins 28 acres that is owned by the town.  Daniel Conkling stated the Township Committee approved waiving the back taxes ($3,500) in lieu of the donation.   The Township Committee discussed possibly using Open Space money, however, we may not be able to on the back taxes.  It was also discussed if the Open Space funds cannot be used do we want to tie up this property since the property it adjoins is not part of Open Space just vacant land. 
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Tri-Farms on Decker Pond Road and Whitehall Road (533 acres) – Mr. Richard Vohden, of the Agriculture Committee, informed Mr. Louis Caruso of a farmer in Boonton interested in purchasing this property.  He plans to farm and raise cows and have 20 greenhouses on the property.  This property is farmland preserved.  The Agriculture Committee is in favor of this.  The state has concerns about moving soil, however, the soil will remain on the property to be used as berms along the property.
2. Mr. Caruso mentioned that Mr. Mooney will be retiring.  There is someone interested in purchasing this farm.  This property is farmland preserved.
Mr. Conkling brought up a suggestion from a Township Committee member regarding the Open Space Fund – to reduce the Open Space tax to 1.5 cents and save the taxpayers some money.  There was some discussion; it was agreed to leave the fund as is.  The Open Space Fund currently has $1,310,014.17.
Public Comments and/or Questions:
None
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS:

None

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 1, 2012, at 7:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn was made by Roy Aull seconded by Daniel Conkling.  All in favor, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patty DeClesis






______________________________
Secretary






Date Approved

________________________________


______________________________

Louis Caruso, Chairman




Patty DeClesis, Secretary

